Minnesota Volleyball News (4/07) 
 —an ecclectic news roundup of the #1 Women’s sport in Minnesota, the USA, & the World—
We hope to have past issues posted soon and a new issue up shortly.

Please check back!

 

Also, YOU are our eyes and ears!  If you have any news to report, please email us at MinnesotaVolleyballNews@comcast.net. 

 

National/International
 
Three former Gophers made the National Training Team.  Kelly Bowman, Charnette Fair, and Cassie Busse.  Former Gopher Lindsay Berg was on the National Team for the 2004 Olympics and former Gopher and current AVP players Nicole Branagh and Steph (Hagen) Chapek were also on the team a few short years ago. Few schools can boast of producing that many top players.
 
Lindsay Berg, 2004 Olympian , Minnesota Chill player, and former University of Minnesota All-Big Ten setter is making a habit out of appearing in Volleyball Magazine.  Her latest is in the April 07 issue where she talks about playing professionally in Europe and which she encourages everyone who has the opportunity to do so.
 
University/College Division I
Division I gives thumbs down to text messaging
(April 23, 2007)
By Michelle Brutlag Hosick
The NCAA News
The Division I Management Council approved a measure that eliminates the use of text messaging in recruiting prospective student-athletes. The legislation now goes before the Division I Board of Directors for approval at the Board’s April 26 meeting in Indianapolis.
 
The proposal, sponsored by the Ivy Group, was one of two related to the use of technology in recruiting. The other proposal, which would have put limits on text messaging and instant messaging, was defeated in January.
 
Anna Chappell, former University of Arizona student-athlete and chair of the Division I Student-Athlete Advisory Committee, spoke in favor of the Ivy proposal. Chappell reminded Management Council members that while recent media reports accused the Association of being “stuffy” by ignoring new technology, it was the student-athletes she represents who expressed a desire to eliminate text messaging as a form of recruiting.
 
“It’s intruding on their lives and creating inappropriate relationships with coaches. If you don’t stop it now, what roads are you going to have to cross later on?” Chappell said. “If you want to ‘keep up with the times’ and ‘keep up to speed with student-athletes,’ you forget that student-athletes as a whole said they wanted the elimination of text-messaging.”
 
University/College Division II
 
A big omission.  Sorry.  We neglected to mention that junior right side hitter Vicky Braegelmann of UMD was selected the American Volleyball Coaches Association (AVCA) Division II Co-National Player of the Year for 2006.  She was voted to the All-American 2nd team by the NCAA sports information directors. (We’ll go with the AVCA on this one.)
 
Correction:  The following should have been listed under DII, not DIII
 
Three players on the 2006 Concordia volleyball team were selected as first team All-Americans by NCAA Division II sports information directors from around the nation. Two seniors, Jessica Lucia and Kelsey Kyro, along with Maggie McNamara, just the third freshman first team All-American in the history of the program, were the three Golden Bears selected. (Editor’s note:  Tired of hearing players say they are “Too short to play middle or hit outside”, Jessica Lucia is 5’9” and Kelsie Kyro is 5’8”)  Vicky Braegelmann University of Minnesota Duluth, was voted to the 2nd team along with Erin Contons of Southwest Minnesota State. 
 
NJCAA (National Junior College Athletic Assn.) Division III
 
A reminder from a community college head coach to Minnesota high school coaches:  The out-state colleges have volleyball teams and as with every collegiate coach, they are always looking for players.  While there is no athletic money available for DIII community colleges, there may be academic money.  It is a way for athletes who may not be quite up to the level of four year schools to continue playing volleyball while getting a two year degree or a good start on a 4 year degree—for less money.
 
Coaching Changes University/College
Laurie Bitter, former head coach of Lake of the Woods HS has been appointed head coach of Bemidji State University.
Lisa Axel, former Ms. MN Volleyball from Buffalo HS and standout 4 year defensive specialist for the University of Minnesota (2004 graduate) is entering her 2nd year as assistant coach and recruiting coordinator for Metropolitan State College in Denver.  She was the assistant coach at North Dakota State for the 04 and 05 seasons. 
 
Beach News
 
The POWERADE Collegiate Beach Volleyball Championships pairs two current players from eight elite DI collegiate programs in a tournament that will be broadcast on CSTV.  The University of Minnesota was represented by Jesse Jones and Rachel Hartmann. Their results follow the broadcast schedule.  If you do NOT want to know how they finished before the broadcast, stop reading after the AVCA link below.
 
POWERADE Collegiate Nationals Beach Volleyball Championships Broadcast Schedule on CSTV 
(all times ET)
 
Sunday, May 6 - 5:30 p.m. 
Collegiate Nationals Preview Show 
 
Saturday, May 12 - 9:00 p.m. 
Collegiate Nationals - including Premier of Beach Volleyball Pool Play 
 
Friday, May 18 - 9:00 p.m. 
Collegiate Nationals - including Premier of Beach Volleyball Semifinal #1 
 
Saturday, May 19 - 9:00 p.m. 
Collegiate Nationals - including Premier of Beach Volleyball Semifinal #2 
 
Sunday, May 20 - 9:00 p.m. 
Collegiate Nationals - including Premier of Beach Volleyball Finals 
 
 
For more information on the POWERade Collegiate Beach Volleyball Championships, go to: 
www.thecollegiatenationals.com or www.avca.org 
 
(Jesse and Rachel finished 4th)
 
Nicole Branagh and partner Elaine Youngs beat Misty May-Treanor & Kerri Walsh to win AVP inaugural tournament
(April 16, 2007)  #2 seed former Gopher Nicole Branagh and partner Elaine Youngs defeated #1 seed Misty May-Treanor / Kerri Walsh 21-19, 21-19 in the semifinals, and Jennifer Boss / April Ross 21-19, 21-15 in the finals to win the seasons inaugural AVP tournament, the AVP Cuervo Gold Crown Miami Open on April 13-15. The pair collected $20,000 for the win.  It was only the second time in 46 AVP matches that the pair of Walsh and May-Treanor has not reached the final. Branagh and Youngs finished 3rd in the 2006 AVP standings. 
 
Misty May-Treanor & Kerri Walsh beat Nicole Branagh and partner Elaine Youngs to win AVP’s 2nd tournament
(April 23, 2007)  One week after winning the AVP season’s inaugural tournament in Miami, former Gopher Nicole Branagh and partner Elaine Youngs lost in the finals to the duo they beat the previous week in the semifinals, Misty May-Treanor and Kerri Walsh, in the AVP Dallas Open. May-Walsh picked up $20,000 for the win and Branagh-Youngs picked up $15,000 for finishing 2nd.  Final scores were 21-14, 21-19. Branagh played with a heavily taped right ankle after suffering a sprain on Saturday. "I wasn't jumping my highest, but I was doing the best I can," she said.  Looks like a strong rivalry is developing.
 
Local AVP Stars Win Two Tournaments—Look for Sponsors and Donations
Former University of Minnesota players Jen Bowman and Steph (Hagen) Chapek, two rising starts on the AVP tour already have one win this year.  The tournament was a Badger Series AVPNext Indoor Beach Tournament. They played 6 matches and won them all. Each of the Badger Series AVPNext Tournaments are double elimination tournaments with Olympic Crossover. Seeded 4th out of 10 teams, they beat the #1 seed in the quarter finals and went on to take 1st.  Teams were from MN, IL, WI, MI, and FL. They also won the first tournament they entered last year, the 2006 AVPNext Chicago Wild Card in Milwaukee, WI. That win gave them an automatic berth in the AVP Chicago Open as the wildcard team and they drew Misty May-Traenor and Kerri Walsh.  They lost a very close game 22-20 and were the only team in the tournament to score 20 points against the reigning Olympic champions and possibly best known players in the world.  This year they want to follow their dreams and play the AVP tour full-time.  But they need help.  They need sponsors and donations to cover their expenses.  They are willing to wear temporary tattoos, clothing, and just about anything reasonable to in turn promote their sponsors.  If you know of anyone who may be interested in helping them or you’d like to make a contribution, you may send them payable to Jennifer Bowman, 10294 Yorktown Lane, Maple Grove, MN 55369. Feel free to call either Jennifer Bowman at 562-260-1665 if you have any questions. Steph’s picture along with a story about her ‘globetrotting’ is in the May issue of Volleyball Magazine.

Steph Chapek blocking Misty May as Kerri Walsh looks on.  
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           Jen Bowman hits against Misty May
 
Key AVP Fan Demographics (courtesy Jen Bowman & Steph Chapek)
71% of AVP fans are 18 – 34 yrs old (median age 28)
84% attended or attend college
51% male 49% female
70% make more than $50,000 per year
 
According to Scarorough Sports Marketing, “The AVP is the fastest growing sports property in the U.S. from 2004-2005. The AVP fan base grew 48% compared to growth of only 2%, 3%, and 4% for NFL, MLB, and NBA, respectively.”
(AVP Inc. Investor Relations. February 2007. www.avp.com)
 
Various
Former Minneapolis South star Rachael Dahl  (’04) recently spent her vacation at Hermosa Beach, one of the Los Angeles’ hotbeds of volleyball.  Many aspiring AVP players were there training, including two young men who invited Rachael and her friend onto the court for some friendly volleyball.  One player was 6’7” and the other 6’4”, and Rachael recalls the taller one whining about how his vertical jump in the sand was “only 35 inches compared to 40 inches indoors.”  Rachael said she didn’t have any sympathy for the poor fellow.
 
High School Girls Need a Place to Play
At the recent S.P.I.K.E™. Performance Camps Sand/Beach Clinic in Apple Valley led by AVP players Jen Bowman, Steph (Hagen) Chapek, and Kevin Nelson, a parent of a high school sophomore was asking if anyone new of a league or place where high school girls could play sand ball this summer.  She could not find any park leagues that would accept players under 18, citing liability concerns.  If anyone knows of any leagues in the Twin Cities, or even places where high school girls could gather and play other girls, please email us and we will post suggestions in the next newsletter.
 
High School
Jordan High’s Brittany Chambers awarded PrepVolleyball.com National Sophomore of the Year
Written by John Tawa and reprinted with his permission and PrepVolleyball.com
Tuesday, January 23, 2007
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Brittany Chambers, a 5-8 OH from Jordan High in Minnesota, is our 2006 National Sophomore of the Year!
 
Chambers beat out 24 other finalists to win this honor. The closest challenge came from Lincoln Pius setter Lauren Cook, who led her team to a Nebraska state title in Class B while also setting a Class B record in assists. The daughter of Nebraska head coach John Cook, Lauren Cook stated a claim for top sophomore honors that was exceptionally hard to bypass. In the end, we viewed what Chambers accomplished as being a scintilla more noteworthy.
 
Talk about off the national radar, Brittany Chambers was a player completely unknown to us at PrepVolleyball.com as the 2006 season dawned, even though she’d been a two-year starter for the Jaguars and the team’s leading hitter. Jordan was a Class AA school in the Minneapolis-St. Paul Metro area dominated by the larger AAA schools and had not made a reputation for itself as a serious state contender before this year. Moreover, Chambers did not play for one of the area’s prominent clubs, choosing instead to play for her mother’s developmental, 100-player strong Jordan Juniors program while pursuing three high school sports.
 
But as far away from contention as Chambers was to start the year, you’d have had a hard time convincing her of that. Chambers, you see, is a player with a great deal of confidence on and off the court. “She always thinks her team is better, even when they lose,” said Colleen Chambers, Brittany’s mother and coach of the Jaguars. “That attitude infected the team. The team didn’t accept losing this year.”
 
Jordan, which lost to Mayer Lutheran prior to the state tournament in 2005, had high hopes for 2006 with a core group of six strong players who never left the court. But a bad loss to senior-dominated Stewartville, an AA power, in a pre-season scrimmage forced the team to recognize what it would be up against. Coach Chambers had beefed up the Jaguars’ schedule and unless the team’s mindset changed, there might be a lot more losses like the one they’d just suffered.
 
Fortunately for Jordan, the team started to believe in themselves and the wins followed. Some called them cocky, like their coach, but the girls simply did not think they could lose.
Chambers, more than anyone, responded to the challenge. An emotional player as demanding of others as of herself, Chambers kept her composure well this year and became a true leader of the team. On the court, in areas where she was good before, she was great in 2006. In an area with tremendous seniors – Northern Lights won JOs in 17 Open a year ago without losing to a team in its age group – Chambers’ 600 kills led Metropolitan Minneapolis-St. Paul as did her 145 aces, accomplished with a powerful, top spin jump serve. Chambers also was all over the court on defense, picking up more than 400 digs, among the area’s top dozen, and played in the middle in all six serve-receive rotations. There wasn’t anything she couldn’t do, or didn’t do with style and skill.
 
Undersized for an attacker, Chambers does a lot with the height she has, thanks to a huge vertical and tremendous volleyball savvy that comes with growing up in the gym. She already has eclipsed 1,000 career kills and could threaten the state record of 2,867 held by Belle Plaine’s Cassie Wolpern.
 
”She’s such a smart hitter,” said Coach Chambers, who said her daughter’s deceptive roll shot is so good you don’t know it’s coming until it’s on the floor.
And while a cut shot and line shot are also Brittany Chambers specialties, make no mistake that hers is a power game.
 
“Despite being on the small side, she gets tremendous power from her arm swing,” said local prep writer Brian Hall of the Jordan Independent. “It’s something that she’s worked with for many years with her mom. With her and Leah Dietel, another very, very good sophomore, playing middle blocker, teams couldn't just focus on Brittany and that helped. But even when they knew it was going her way, they couldn't stop it.”
 
Chambers was at her absolute unstoppable best in the state tournament. After getting by Mayer to reach state, Jordan (33-1) defeated St. Cloud Cathedral, Pipestone Area and Stewartville, all in epic battles, to claim its first state title. Chambers averaged 28 kills, 21 digs and five aces in those three matches, prompting retiring Apple Valley coach Walt Weaver to remark that in all his years he’d never seen a player put on a performance like Chambers did at the state tournament.
 
Indeed, the final two points of the title match with Stewartville punctuate the type of year Chambers had. On the penultimate point, she was forced deep into the court to pass serve, but sprinted to the pin to deliver a kill that dusted the end line cross court. On the ensuing match point, she cut an inside 3 so hard that it knocked down a defender stationed at the 10-foot line.
 
Chambers, who is a tremendous basketball point guard, will soon have to face choices about what to do at the next level. Coach Chambers suspects she will choose volleyball, saying it is her daughter’s true love. But in this age of 6-0 outside hitters, will the 5-8 striker find a place on the pin?
 
”She wants to go big,” said Coach Chambers. “Brittany realizes she might have to specialize in college.”
 
Regardless of whether she joins the likes of Angie Pressey, Jill Collymore and Rachael Moss in achieving collegiate success on the outside despite standing less than 5-10 or uses her tremendous passing and digging skills to make the conversion to the back row, the reality of today is that Brittany Chambers was an amazing sophomore volleyball player for Jordan High School in 2006.
 
Congratulations to Brittany Chambers, PrepVolleyball.com’s 2006 National Sophomore of the Year.
-- John Tawa, prepvolleyball.com. 
 
Committments 
 
Kelsey Brandl, Lakeville North, University of Cincinnati.
Hannah Eilers, Littlefork-Big Falls, Bemidji State University
 
Signings 
 
Danielle Roers, Lakeville, University of Sioux Falls
 
Various
Kelsey Brandl, a current junior at Lakeville North was the ‘little sister’ of Cassie Busse when Kelsey was a ball girl for the Gophers.  Kelsey amusingly recalls that when she was introduced to her ‘big sister,’ Kelsey was already taller than the 6’2” Cassie. Kelsie is currently 6’4”.  We say ‘currently’ since she does not know if she has stopped growing.  Her father is 6’8” and her grandfather graduated from high school at 5’6”, but grew 18 INCHES to 7’ while in the military!  Her grandmother is 5’.  (Not an ideal height difference for Dancing with the Stars.)  Kelsey has committed to the University of Cincinnati.
 
Coaches:  Please email news/signings from your teams to 
MinnesotaVolleyballNews@comcast.net. 
 
Club
 
The Minneapolis Convention Center will be the host site of the 2007 USA Junior Olympic Girls Volleyball Championship.
 
Camps
 
S.P.I.K.E.™ Performance Camps has a few openings remaining in their two major camps at the National Volleyball Center in Rochester and at Monticello High School.  Twenty coaches, 11 of whom are collegiate head or assistant coaches (from five states) are on the staff this year.  See www.spikecamps.com for more information.  High school coaches are welcome to observe some of the latest techniques that Camp Lead Coach Jason Skoch, head coach of Truman State University picked up from the National Team. Coaches must first notify the camp director.
 
Adult
 
Results of the Minnesota Volleyball Association (MVA) Arrowhead Tournament on March 17th.
 
Women’s AA: 1 – TRY; 2 – Team Cool
Women’s A: 1 – Wreckers; 2 – Lukablu
Women’s Low A: 1 – Swingtown; 2 – Solo Spike
Women’s BB: 1 – Foul Line; 2 – Thunderbirds
 
Men’s AA: 1 – Silverbacks; 2 – Thunderball
Men’s A: 1 – Straight Down; 2 – Roadkill
Men’s BB: 1- Crank & Spank; 2 – Prozac Poppers
Men’s B: 1 – Petrone Law; 2 – Sky Dawgs
