Minnesota Volleyball News (9/21/06) 
 

The online newsletter covering volleyball throughout Minnesota, including Club, High School, College, National, International, and Beach.

 —an ecclectic news roundup of the #1 Women’s sport in Minnesota, the USA, & the World—
We hope to have past issues posted soon and a new issue up shortly.

Please check back!

Also, YOU are our eyes and ears!  If you have any news to report, please email us at MinnesotaVolleyballNews@comcast.net.

National/International
We’ve got some investigating to do to get to the bottom of a couple stories.  As with most of you, it’s been pretty busy with camps, coaching and trying to read every word coming across our desks.  Someone out there may know the answer to the following.
In 2005, Lindsey Berg, former Gopher, MN Chill, and Olympian setter was getting every international award possible for her performance on the national team.  VolleyballUSA called her one of the “rocks” for first year head coach Jenny Lang Ping.  The team earned medals in each of their final three 2005 events including a gold medal at the FIVB World Championship Qualifying Tournament, a gold medal at the NORCECA Championship, and a silver medal at the FIVB World Champions Cup.  She earned “best setter” honors at the Pan American Cup in June (05, the 3rd year in a row), World Championship Qualifier in August (05), and the NORCECA Championship in August (05).  Team USA also won a stunning 3 match victory of 2004 Olympic gold medalist China in November (05).  Berg’s stellar performance earned her a 2005 USOC nomination for SportsWoman of the Year. As Gopher coach Mike Hebert once said Lindsey is one of those rare players that every coach covets, a ‘Winner’—the type of player who plays her best in the toughest matches and will carry the team on her back if she has to in order to win.
Now Lindsey Berg is no longer listed as a member of the team and Sam Torterello, recently of Penn State is on the USA roster.  We all know how good Sam is, but it still comes as a bit of surprise for now, until we hear the actual details.  We’ll find out more soon.  Maybe she decided to spend more time surfing, as she once told us she wanted to do someday.  Perhaps coincidentally, Team USA has had respectable finishes in 2006, but not the gold and silver it was accustomed to in 2005.
 Cassie Busse, former Gopher All-American from Prior Lake joined the National Team in October 2005.

 
 
Wiz Bachman of Lakeville continues to be a standout MB for Team USA.
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 Jim Polster, formerly of St. Paul and Apple Valley has been a bright, rising star on the men’s team.  The 26 year old 6’6” OH has the potential to be a “future leader of the team” according to Hugh McCutcheon, head coach.  Polster moved to CA at 17 to Laguna Nigel, CA and attended Dana Hills HS and Long Beach State.  After his senior year at Long Beach State, the All-American OH was selected to play in the World University Games where they won the gold medal and an opportunity to try out for Team USA.  Polster came back to MN with Team USA to beat Japan in a World League match in July.
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University/College Division I
 All tickets for the women’s 2006 NCAA Final Four Division I Volleyball Tournament in Omaha, NE, were completely sold out in January—11 months before the tournament!  The Nebraska women’s volleyball team games are broadcast statewide.  Coincidence?  Yeah, right.  (Message to sportswriters:  If fans know about it, they will come!)
 If you want to attend, tickets are available through (and by joining) the AVCA (American Volleyball Coaches Association), which, at their annual conference during the Final 4 hosts enough banquets to make you come home five pounds heavier.
 Just a reminder to athletes waffling between focusing on volleyball or basketball, the NCAA added a 13th scholarship to Division I programs effective August 1, 2006.
 Lauren Wagner, senior OP hitter for Cretin-Derham Hall HS has accepted a scholarship to Division I Fairfield University in Connecticut.  Lauren is currently #10 in blocks in the Metro area.  Joining her at Fairfield will be sophomore OH transfer from North Carolina State and Mable-Canton HS, Karlie Urbaniak.  Cretin-Derham Hall now has two 6’ + “Laurens” with DI scholarships, the other being senior MH Lauren Gibbemeyer who will play for the Gophers next season (currently #1 in the Metro in blocks and #17 in kills).
 
Alex Plummer (Cretin-Derham Hall) has transferred to Florida State where she has a full scholarship as a sophomore.
 
The University of Minnesota won the Diet Coke Classic this past weekend.  Malama Peniatta of Armstrong HS was named the Classic MVP and the Big Ten defensive player of the week.  They start the Big Ten schedule this week on the road.  Matches on the radar are High School Day at Williams Arena Saturday, October 14 vs. Purdue.  Free admission for varsity players by faxing in a team roster by the October 2nd deadline.  Call Gopher Sports Marketing at (612) 625-4879 for more information.  General admission tickets are only $1. 
University/College Division II
 September 19th CSTV/USA Today Poll
                                                                                 
#3        Concordia University (St. Paul)
#6        University of Minnesota Duluth
 Concordia University Golden Bears (St. Paul) Ranked #3
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Sep. 19 - The #3 ranked Concordia volleyball players senior Kelsey Kyro (Minneapolis South HS) and sophomore Maria Steinhagen (Alexandria HS) were each named to the Nova Southeastern All-Tournament team as the duo led the Golden Bears to a 4-0 start to the season that included wins over #3 Truman and #16 Florida Gulf Coast
 The #6-ranked University of Minnesota-Duluth volleyball team had two players honored by the NCC (North Central Conference) as players of the week. Katie Gangelhoff, a sophomore from South St. Paul, Minn., and Vicky Braegelmann, a junior from Albany, MN. 
 
University/College Division III
 September 19th CSTV/USA Today Poll
 Rank    School (First-Place Votes)               Total Points            2006 Record           Last Week 
4           Concordia (Minn.)                       506                        9-1                          7 
6           St. Thomas (Minn.)                     448                        11-2                        4 
18         Carleton                                        171                      6-4                        16
23        St. Benedict (Minn.)                    94                         6-3                          19 
  
NJCAA (National Junior College Athletic Association) Division III

 Rochester, MN will host the NJCAA Division III championship November 17th, 2006 

 
September 20, 2006 National Poll
Rank    School                                                                                               Record
1          Central Lakes College-Brainerd          Brainerd, MN                        10-3
 
Other schools receiving votes
Hibbing Community College                             Hibbing, MN                         14-6
Mesabi Range CTC                                          Virginia, MN                          10-6
 
 
Beach News
Nicole Brannagh, former University of Minnesota two time 2nd team All-American, MN Chill player, and National Team OH from 2001-2003 has a knack of getting her picture in Volleyball Magazine.  The 2005 AVP rookie of the year early this past beach season switched to partner with Holly McPeak and finished the 2006 season with a 4th place finish in the Best of the Beach tournament in Lake Tahoe.
Paula Gentil, former All-American Gopher libero teamed with USC’s Bibiana Candelas to win the inaugural Collegiate Beach Volleyball National Championships in Reno, NV in April.  The win earned them a wild card berth into AVP Hermosa Beach Open.
 
High School
 
Rankings for the week of 9/18/06
AAA
1. Chaska* 

2. Lakeville North 

3. Marshall 
4. Bloomington Kennedy 

5. Eden Prairie* 

6. Shakopee 

7. Apple Valley 
8. Owatonna 
9. Andover 
10. Eagan 
 *Eden Prairie beat Chaska 9/19/06
 AA
1. Dillworth-Glynodn-Felton 

2. Stewartville 

3. Lake of the Woods 
4. Jordan 
5. Pipestone/Jasper 

6. St. Cloud Cathedral 

7. Belgrade-Brooten-Elrosa 

8. Byron 

9. Belle Plaine 

10. Mayer Lutheran 

 A
1. Minneota 

2. Faribault Bethlehem Academy 
3. Central Minnesota Christian 

4. Mabel-Canton 

5. Meadow Creek Christian 

6. Ada-Borup 

7. Littlefork-Big Falls 
8. Russell-Tyler-Ruthton 

9. Kittson Central 

10. Bertha-Hewitt 

 Walt Weaver, head coach of perennial power Apple Valley HS was the feature of a 3 page instructional feature explaining tanden passing and debunking some of its common misperceptions in the August Volleyball Magazine.  Walt’s two daughters Lindsey and Cassie were used as demonstrators.  The article is a must-read.
 
Sophie McBride, sophomore standout dynamo setter, DS, currently #2 in Metro service aces from Minneapolis. South HS and Northern Lights Clubwas pictured in the October issue of Volleyball Magazine.  Why?  She also is a talented performer in the Circus Juventas in St. Paul where her most recent performance was as a bunjee trapeze artist.  In 1991, Sophie’s mom, Linda Laird was pictured in Volleyball Magazine visibly pregnant with Sophie when she was playing in the Adult Nationals.
 
The Minneapolis South HS volleyball team has adopted a volleyball team from a New Orleans parish that suffered greater than 99% destruction from Hurricane Katrina.  The Mpls. South team is undertaking several fundraisers in order to help the New Orleans team that is in desperate need of basics like knee pads and shoes.  If you would like to contribute or help, contact South head coach Gene McBride at (612) 823-7727.
 
Coaches:  Please email news/signings from your teams to 
MinnesotaVolleyballNews@comcast.net. 
 
Club
 
The Northern Lights 17-1 team won the National Open 17’s Junior Olympic title and finished with a 2006 Volleyball #1 national ranking.  Three future Gophers were on the team.  The same team also finished first in the 2006 AAU Nationals in the 17U division.
 
Lauren Grant, a 6’3”MB from Eagan and Northern Lights Club was selected for the 2006 Girls’ USA Select A1 Camp
Lauren Gibbemeyer, a 6’2” MB Gopher recruit from St. Paul, Northern Lights, and Cretin-Derham Hall HS was selected to the 2006 USA Women’s Jr. National Training Team.
Kelsey Brandl, a 6’4” MB from Lakeville, M1 Volleyball was selected for the 2006 USA Volleyball Girl’s National Training Team
 
 
Other News
 
2006 USA Volleyball Open Championships 
· North Country Region’s men’s Northern Heat 55+ team finished 1st in the Silver Flight of the 2006 USA Volleyball Open Championships this summer. 

· The Walser Minnesota Men’s 70+ team took third place in the Gold Flight of their division. Shan Hise of Walser was named All-Tournament. 

· Team Minnesota captured first place in the Gold Flight women’s AA club.  Team Minnesota’s Kelly Bowman and Nicole Higley were named to the All-Tournament team and Minnesota’s Stephanie Chapek was named MVP. 

 The National Volleyball Center in Rochester, MN was inadvertently left off the list of the top 8 volleyball facilities in the country in the September Volleyball Magazine issue, but was featured in the October issue.  Among other things, the 8 court facility is the home of SMV (Southern MN Volleyball) and one of the S.P.I.K.E. Performance Camps venues.
  
Commentary
 We hope you enjoy reading Minnesota Volleyball News and welcome any news that you think is appropriate for the next or future issues.  If you have any news you would like to tout in this irregularly published newsletter, please forward it to us  If you do not wish to receive this newsletter, please send an email to MinnesotaVolleyballNews@comcast.net an state your preference.
